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I'd like to say that it was meticulously planned and that its evolution was organic 
and beautiful, but the truth is that I wrote two failed drafts of this novel before it 
became what it needed to be. I was resistant, initially, to writing from the point of 
view of a Mexican migrant because, no matter how much research I did, regardless 
of the fact that I'm Latinx, I didn't feel qualified to write in that voice. Because 
these are not my life experiences. So I spent several years trying to write the book 
from a variety of perspectives, and all those perspectives failed. They were terrible. 
Because, ultimately, they were an inappropriate lens for the telling of this story. 
But Luca emerged from that early cast of characters. My friend Mary Beth Keane 
kept pointing to him and saying, "He's the only one I care about." God bless her. I 
finally listened. I was terrified of going back to his origin story, of trying to truly 
inhabit the experiences of his life. But I did it as carefully as I could. And I'm glad I 
did. Because ultimately I remembered the thing that matters most in fiction: they 
are people. I do know Luca and Lydia; I know their lives. Because I know grief. I 
know trauma. So that's the thing. Yes, Luca and his mami happen to be Mexican, 
but they could be anyone. They could be Syrian or Rohingya or Haitian. They are 



human beings.
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