
     

  









😊

https://thereadingfrenzy.blogspot.com/2020/03/review-forgotten-home-child-interview.html?m=0
https://thereadingfrenzy.blogspot.com/2020/03/review-forgotten-home-child-interview.html?m=0




 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/christie-pits-riot 

Christie Pits Riot 

Article by Jamie Michaels 

Published Online December 16, 2020 

Last Edited December 16, 2020 

The Christie Pits Riot occurred on 16 August 1933 in Toronto, Ontario. It 
remains one of the worst outbreaks of ethnic violence in Canadian history with 
over 10,000 participants and spectators. The riot was sparked by Nazi-
inspired youth flying a swastika flag at a public baseball game to antagonize 
and provoke Jewish Canadians. 
 
 

 

Photograph of the riot at Christie Pits park 

(City of Toronto Archives/Fonds 1266, item 30791) 

Background 

In the first half of the 20th century, anti-Semitism was a socially acceptable, 
inseparable part of mainstream Canadian society. Jewish Canadians were 
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relegated to second-class citizenship. Businesses refused to hire them, 
universities restricted their enrolment, and entire neighbourhoods prohibited 
the sale or rental of housing to Jews. 

During the Great Depression, some Canadians looked for scapegoats to 
blame for their economic hardships. Anti-immigrant sentiment intensified. 
Adolf Hitler rose to power in 1933 and the Nazis’ violent and racist policies 
against the Jews appeared across Canadian newspapers’ front pages. The 
symbol of the swastika and what it stood for quickly became common 
knowledge. 

Swastika Clubs 

In 1933, Toronto was overwhelmingly British. The Orange Order was a major 
social force in the city. The organization promoted a British loyalism that was 
both anti-Semitic and anti-Catholic. Jews were the largest minority group in 
Toronto and found themselves subject to verbal and physical attacks. 

 

Tensions between Jews and Anglo-Canadians were especially high at 
Toronto’s eastern beaches. Local residents resented the Jews, who they 
viewed as outsiders. (See alsoPrejudice and discrimination). These residents 
were especially upset at Jews leaving what were perceived as “Jewish 
neighbourhoods” to enjoy the public beaches and recreational areas during 
the hot summer months. Some residents requested separate leisure spaces 
for “Gentiles only.” 

In early August, headlines about the formation of “Swastika Clubs” at the 
beaches appeared in major papers across the city, shocking the Jewish 
community. Members of these clubs publicly flaunted the swastika to 
antagonize Toronto’s Jews. Violence erupted between the two groups. 
Swastika Club spokesmen declared their intentions to keep the beaches clean 
of “obnoxious visitors.” The tensions from the eastern beaches soon spilled 
over to the rest of the city. The swastika appeared throughout Toronto 
sparking spontaneous outbreaks of violence. 
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Photograph of two individuals displaying swastikas, August 1933 

(Toronto Daily Star/8 August 1933) 
 

Tensions Build 

On 14 August 1933, the mostly Jewish Harbord Playground baseball team 
took the field at Christie Pits against local rivals St. Peter’s. Provocateurs 
unaffiliated with either team took to the field waving an improvised swastika 
banner. That evening, they returned to paint the swastika alongside the words 
“Hail Hitler” on the roof of the clubhouse. They then informed the Toronto 
Daily Star that they wanted “to get the Jews out of the park.” 

The Christie Pits Riot 

Two days later, on 16 August, supporters of both factions arrived in force for 
the series’ follow-up game. Fights erupted in the stands and were broken up 
by police. As the game ended, members of a local anti-Semitic group flew a 
homemade swastika banner to cries of “Heil Hitler.” Violence broke out. The 
Jews battled members of the Swastika Club and other Anglo-Canadians of 
similar disposition for control of the swastika banner. The brawl soon escaped 
the confines of the ballpark. Improvised weapons, baseball bats and lead 
pipes were used. Truckloads of reinforcements arrived from surrounding 
neighbourhoods to support both sides. Italians and other immigrants long 
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persecuted by the Anglo majority fought alongside the Jews. The Toronto 
Daily Star reported that the fight drew in over 10,000 people. 

 

Artistic depiction of the riot 
(Illustration by Jamie Michaels/Christie Pits, 2019) 
 
The Toronto Daily Star painted a vivid picture: 
Groups of Jewish and Gentile youths wielded fists and clubs in a series of 
violent scraps for possession of a white flag bearing a swastika symbol at 
Willowvale Park [Christie Pits] last night, a crowd of more than 10,000 
citizens, excited by cries of “Hail Hitler” became suddenly a disorderly mob 
and surged wildly about the park and surrounding streets trying to gain a view 
of the actual combatants, which soon developed in violence and intensity of 
racial feeling into one of the worst free-for-alls ever seen in the city. Scores 
were injured, many requiring medical and hospital attention… Heads were 
opened, eyes blackened and bodies thumped and battered as literally dozens 
of persons, young or old, many of them non-combatant spectators, were 
injured more or less seriously by a variety of ugly weapons in the hands of 
wild-eyed and irresponsible young hoodlums, both Jewish and Gentile. 
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Jewish combatants eventually gained possession of the swastika banner and 
tore it to shreds. Despite this, the violence continued unabated in the 
surrounding streets. The handful of police on duty were initially overwhelmed 
by the scale of the riot. Uniformed reinforcements arrived on both horseback 
and motorcycle. By the early morning, the violence was quelled. 

Aftermath 

No one was killed during the riot. The following day, dozens of the walking 
wounded trickled into Toronto’s hospitals to receive medical attention for 
injuries of varying severity. Only a few arrests were made, speaking to the 
police’s indifference towards the persecution of minorities. Two people were 
charged, but only Jack Roxborough was convicted. He had been seen 
standing over a prone man with a raised club and was thus sentenced to two 
months in prison or to pay $50. Three members of the infamously anti-Semitic 
“Pit Gang” were also eventually arrested. They were accused of bringing the 
swastika flag that incited the riot at Christie Pits. 

The riot at Christie Pits was a sign that Canada had a serious problem with 
race relations in general and anti-Semitism in particular. Due to the 
unprecedented level of violence, Toronto mayor William James Stewart 
promised to prosecute future displays of the swastikas. This was one of 
Canada’s first policies prohibiting hate speech. The riot was, however, largely 
forgotten until 1987 when the book The Riot at Christie Pits was published 
and brought attention to the incident. 

Other lessons from the riot would take longer to learn. Of countries that took 
in refugees during the Second World War, Canada accepted one of the fewest 
numbers of Jews fleeing Nazism. (See also Canada and the Holocaust.) Hate 
crimes against Jews remain shockingly common in Canada today. 

Legacy 

Certain people have interpreted the song “Bobcaygeon” from The Tragically 
Hip as being a partial reference to the Christie Pits riots. 

In 2008, Heritage Toronto unveiled a plaque to commemorate the riot at 
Christie Pits. The events were also explored in the Canadian Journeys gallery 
at The Canadian Museum of Human Rights. 
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Hong Kong was the first place Canadians fought a land battle in the Second 
World War. From 8 to 25 December 1941, almost 2,000 troops 
from Winnipeg and Quebec City — sent to Hong Kong expecting little more 
than guard duty — fought bravely against the overwhelming power of an 
invading Japanese force. When the British colony surrendered on Christmas 
Day, 290 Canadians had been killed in the fighting. Another 264 would die 
over the next four years, amid the inhumane conditions of Japanese prisoner-
of-war camps. 
 
 

Why Canadian Troops Went to Hong Kong 

Canada entered the Second World War against Germany in 1939, but 
the Canadian Army saw little action in the early years of the conflict. For one 
thing, Canada’s military was small and unprepared for war. Prime 
Minister William Lyon Mackenzie King was also cautious about committing the 
country to battle. After the heavy bloodletting and the domestic divisions of 
the First World War, King was wary of sending large numbers of soldiers to 
fight overseas — something that might require conscription and re-ignite 
conflict between French- and English-speaking Canadians. Instead, King 
sought other ways for Canada to help the war effort, such as making 
armaments, growing food and training air crews under the new British 
Commonwealth Air Training Plan. (See Mackenzie King and the War Effort.) 

The Royal Canadian Navy had been involved in the Battle of the Atlantic since 
1939, and Canadian airmen had made a small contribution to the Battle of 
Britain, but the Army was not actively engaged in the war — despite growing 
pressure among English Canadians for a greater role. So in 1941, when 
Britain made a request for Canadian troops to help bolster its remote Asian 
colony of Hong Kong, the King government agreed to send two battalions 
overseas, for what it assumed would merely be garrison duty. 
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Hong Kong in November 1941 

Japan had been waging war in China since 1937, but it had avoided open 
hostilities against the West. By 1940, the British were fighting for survival 
against Germany. They realized that defending Hong Kong would be virtually 
impossible if the colony, and other Asian possessions, were attacked by 
Japan. Even so, Britain decided that a show of force might deter any possible 
Japanese aggression, and it sought troops to reinforce the British and Indian 
units already garrisoned in Hong Kong. 

The King government agreed to dispatch two battalions. Harry Crerar, chief of 
the general staff, assigned the task to the Winnipeg Grenadiers and the Royal 
Rifles of Canada (from Quebec City). Both units had some experience serving 
on garrison duty; however, neither was at full strength in 1941, or adequately 
trained for the modern warfare of the time. Neither regiment had even 
participated in battalion-level training exercises. No matter — a Japanese 
attack against British territories in the Pacific seemed unlikely. Even if one 
came, the prevailing racial attitudes of the time convinced many Canadian and 
British military leaders that superior White troops would teach the Japanese a 
lesson. 

The two undermanned Canadian battalions were quickly filled out with 
additions of new, inexperienced troops and shipped across the Pacific, under 
the command of Brigadier J.K. Lawson. The force included 1,973 officers and 
men plus two nursing sisters. It arrived in Hong Kong on 16 November, joining 
a military garrison that now totalled about 14,000. 
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Infantrymen of “C” Company 

Infantrymen of “C” Company (Royal Rifles of Canada) en route to Hong Kong 
aboard HMCS Prince Robert, 15 November 1941. 

(courtesy Library and Archives Canada/PA-166999) 
 

The garrison’s task was to defend a small, hill-capped colony of 1.6 million 
residents spread across a section of the mainland including the New 
Territories and Kowloon, as well as Hong Kong island itself. The defenders 
had only a few naval vessels at their disposal and no air force to speak of. To 
make matters worse, the Canadian contingent’s vehicles, sent across the 
Pacific on a separate ship from the troops, arrived not in Hong Kong but in 
Manila, where they had been diverted for use by American forces. 

On 7 December — three weeks after the Canadians arrived in Hong Kong and 
had begun to settle into the quiet routines of garrison life — Japan stunned 
the world by attacking the United States’ naval fleet at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. 
Suddenly, the whole Pacific theatre, once an afterthought in the early years of 
the Second World War, was now at the very forefront of the conflict. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
Adrienne Clarkson, Canada’s 26th governor general, was born in Hong Kong 
in 1939. Her father, William Poy, was a prominent businessman who lost his 
property after the Japanese invasion of Hong Kong. Clarkson arrived in 
Canada with her parents and older brother, Neville, as refugees in 1942. At 
the time, the Chinese Immigration Act excluded the arrival of virtually all 
Chinese immigrants. However, William Poy’s work at the Canadian Trade 
Commission in Hong Kong is believed to have helped him bring his family to 
Canada under “special circumstances” granted by the government. 

Invasion and Defence of Hong Kong 

Six hours after the bombing at Pearl Harbor, the Japanese 38th Division — 
made up of well-trained, battle-hardened troops — attacked Hong Kong. The 
invaders bombed the colony’s airfield and other military installations and 
quickly overran the troops defending the mainland portion of the territory. The 
defenders here included the men of “D” company of the Winnipeg Grenadiers, 
who on 11 December 1941 became the first Canadian Army troops to engage 
in combat in the Second World War. 
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After five days of fighting, Kowloon and the mainland fell to the Japanese. 
Major-General C.M. Maltby, Hong Kong’s military commander, refused 
Japanese demands for surrender despite there being no hope of relief from 
outside the colony. Instead, Maltby relied on his remaining, untested soldiers 
(including the bulk of the Canadian battalions) to defend Hong Kong island, 
where most of the civilian population lived. 

Maltby split his island forces into two brigades, one encompassing the Royal 
Rifles of Canada, under the overall command of British Brigadier C. Wallis, 
the other, including the Winnipeg Grenadiers, under the overall command of 
Brigadier Lawson from Canada. For the next two weeks the troops of each 
brigade fought for their lives. Short of water, without adequate transportation 
— and pounded by the enemy’s superior artillery and command of the skies 
— the defenders did what they could to stem the Japanese advance following 
their amphibious landing on the island’s beaches. 

Valour and Sacrifice 

Despite their inexperience, the Canadians and their Allied comrades fought 
tenaciously to counter-attack the Japanese assault. There were numerous 
examples of bravery. 

On 19 December, the second day of fighting on the island, the troops of “A” 
company of the Winnipeg Grenadiers had dug themselves into defensive 
positions following a retreat from the high ground of Mount Butler. Having 
surrounded the Winnipeggers, the Japanese began lobbing grenades into the 
Canadian positions. Company Sergeant-Major John Osborn picked up several 
live grenades and threw them back at the enemy. When one fell where 
Osborn could not return it in time, he shouted a warning to his men and then 
threw himself on the bomb to smother the explosion. He was killed instantly, 
but he saved the lives of several soldiers, who would soon be taken prisoner 
when the Japanese rushed the Canadian position. 

Osborn was posthumously awarded the Victoria Cross, the British Empire’s 
highest award for wartime valour. 

 
 

The same day, Brigadier Lawson’s headquarters became surrounded by 
attackers at the Wong Nei Chong gap — a strategic pass where a main road 
cut through the centre of the island. With Japanese soldiers firing almost 
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point-blank into his bunker, Lawson sent a radio message to Maltby, the 
colony’s commander, that he was going outside, “to fight it out” with the 
enemy. Lawson was quickly killed, but the Japanese would later make note of 
how he died “heroically.” 

On Christmas Day, with ammunition in short supply and the defending 
soldiers in desperate shape, “D” company of the Royal Rifles was ordered to 
make what appeared to be a suicidal attack to retake lost ground at the south 
end of the island. According to an account from Sergeant George 
MacDonnell, the men received the orders in stunned silence. “Not one of them 
could believe such a preposterous order.” Attacking with bayonets, the Royal 
Rifles succeeded in taking the position — at a cost of 26 men killed and 75 
wounded. Hours later, the exhausted survivors learned that the colony had 
surrendered. The Battle of Hong Kong was over. 

Prisoners of War 

The horror for those who remained, however, was only beginning. Although 
some Japanese units behaved with discipline after the battle, others carried 
out a campaign of terror — bayonetting wounded Allied soldiers in hospital, 
killing and raping nurses, and mutilating some prisoners. 

The civilian residents of Hong Kong now faced years under harsh Japanese 
occupation. The captured British, Indian and Canadian soldiers — considered 
cowards by the Japanese for surrendering — became prisoners of 
war (POWs), first at camps in Hong Kong and later in Japan, where they 
endured years of beatings, hard labour and inadequate diets. Hundreds of the 
Canadian POWs died of illness, or from slow starvation. 
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Liberated Canadian Prisoners of War 

Lieutenant-Commander Fred Day of the HMCS Prince Robert with liberated 
Canadian prisoners of war at Sham Shui Po Camp, Hong Kong, August 1945. 

(courtesy Library and Archives Canada/PA-151738) 
 

In August 1945, almost four years after the fall of Hong Kong, the atomic 
bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki forced Japan’s surrender and ended the 
war in the Pacific. The American military delivered food and medical help to 
the camps, where POWs were suffering from diseases caused by vitamin 
deficiency. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
William Lore was the first Chinese Canadian officer in the Royal Canadian 
Navy and first officer of Chinese descent to serve in any of the Royal Navies 
of the British Commonwealth. In August 1945, he led a party of British Royal 
Marines ashore for negotiations for an official surrender with the Japanese in 
Hong Kong. Lore was the first Allied officer to enter Hong Kong since its 
capture. His party took control of the Royal Navy shore base and liberated 
Canadian, British and Hong Kongese prisoners being held at the notorious 
Sham Shui Po POW camp. On 16 September, Lore was present at the official 
surrender of Japanese forces in Hong Kong. 
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Ceremony Marking the Surrender of Japanese Forces 

Major-General Okada handing over his sword during a ceremony marking the 
surrender of Japanese forces in Hong Kong, 16 September 1945. 

(courtesy Jack Hawes/Department of National Defence/Library and Archives 

Canada/PA-114815) 
 

Memory 

Of the 1,975 Canadians sent to Hong Kong, 290 were killed and 493 wounded 
during the battle and its immediate aftermath — proof, said veterans decades 
later, that they had resisted fiercely and courageously before surrendering to 
the enemy. Another 264 Canadians died as prisoners of war, while 1,418 
survivors returned to Canada — many of them deeply bitter at the cruelty of 
their Japanese captors. 

At home, political pressure forced the government in Ottawa to appoint a royal 
commission to investigate the circumstances of Canada’s involvement in 
Hong Kong. The sole commissioner, Chief Justice Lyman Duff, misinterpreted 
or ignored evidence and exonerated the Cabinet, the Department of National 
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Defence and senior members of the military’s general staff. In 1948, a 
confidential analysis by General Charles Foulkes, chief of the general staff, 
found many errors in Duff’s assessment, but concluded that proper training, 
staffing and equipment would have made little difference, given the 
overwhelming odds facing the defenders. 

The 554 Canadians who died in Hong Kong and in prisoner camps afterwards 
are remembered today by a memorial to all of Hong Kong’s defenders at the 
Sai Wan Bay War Cemetery there. This and the Stanley Military Cemetery in 
Hong Kong also hold the individual graves of 303 Canadian soldiers, 108 of 
whom are unidentified. Another 137 Canadians, most of whom died as 
prisoners of war, are buried at the British Commonwealth War Cemetery in 
Yokohama, Japan. 
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