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SAPL offers new opportunities for connecting with Indigenous culture 
 

ST. ALBERT — As part of the Library’s ongoing Cultivating Reconciliation initiative, St. Albert Public Library is 
offering a number of free community programs over the next few months that are aimed at connecting the 
community to Indigenous culture; programs range from teaching children how to play Indigenous games to 
adult programs where those uncertain what “reconciliation” means to them will have a safe space to 
explore the topic and deepen their understanding.  
 
We start with a fun three-session program aimed at children grades one to six: TIGNA – Traditional 
Indigenous Games of North America – teaches participants unique traditional Indigenous games that have 
been played in North America for hundreds of years. Led by Karyn Gagnon, a local resident and educator 
for Edmonton Public Schools, the games are about observation, intuition and learning to take risks in a fun, 
interactive way, and participants will make their own game sets to take home and play with family and 
friends. The TIGNA program runs on the following Saturdays: September 21, October 19 and November 16 
from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. 
 
On Wednesday, October 2 from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m., join us for Your Role in Reconciliation presented by RISE. 
The program is presented by RISE (Reconciliation in Solidarity Edmonton), and explores what reconciliation 
actually means to participants. The goal of the program is to come to a clearer, collective understanding 
and share concrete examples of acts of reconciliation that anyone can undertake. 
 
Next, SAPL is delighted to present a screening of the film “Elder in the Making” on October 10 from 6:30 to 
9:00 p.m. Join Celina Loyer, current champion of the Library’s Canada Reads, for this entertaining film 
screening, followed by an engaging interview with director and star of the film, Chris Hsiung. “Elder in the 
Making” follows two young urban dwellers, one a Blackfoot aboriginal named Cowboy and the other a 
Chinese-Canadian newcomer, and their spiritual journey across Blackfoot territory. The film is rated PG-13, 
for adults and teens. 
 
On November 19 from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m., RISE returns to the Library for a follow-up program: 
ReconciliACTION presented by RISE. Most Canadians now understand the truth of the residential school 
system legacy. Now comes the hard part – reconciling this past and how it is impacting the present day. 
RISE members will host an interactive sharing circle workshop, where participants will begin to create lists 
of personal reconciliACTIONs they can commit to every day, and learn about what others are doing to move 
reconciliation forward. 
 
“People might feel uncertain about how they can take part in reconciliation initiatives, and may fear getting 
it wrong, so it’s important that the Library offer a variety of opportunities for people to connect, whether 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
it’s through the arts or through these supportive, guided conversations with RISE,” says Peter Bailey, CEO of 
St. Albert Public Library. “These reconciliation programs are excellent personal and professional 
development opportunities for anyone living and working on treaty lands.” 
 
Register in advance for these programs at www.sapl.ca or by calling the Children’s department at 780-459-
1532 or the Adult Information Desk at 780-459-1682.  
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For more information, contact: 
Leslie Greentree 
Marketing & Communications Specialist 
St. Albert Public Library 
780-459-1750  
 


