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St. Albert Public Library opposes Bill 28, calls for clarity and evidence

St. Albert, AB — The St. Albert Public Library Board is calling on the Government of Alberta to provide
clarity on the intent of Bill 28 and to ensure any legislative changes are evidence-based, practical, and
supportive of Alberta families.

As a founding member of the Coalition of Alberta Public (CAP) Libraries, the St. Albert Public Library is
working alongside public libraries across the province to oppose Bill 28 and to help government
better understand how libraries operate in practice and support their communities every day.

In a letter sent to Minister of Municipal Affairs Dan Williams and Premier Danielle Smith, the Board
highlighted significant operational challenges associated with the proposed legislation. The St. Albert
Public Library is already operating within limited space, and implementing restricted access areas
would require substantial redesign and cost. Without additional provincial funding, these pressures
would fall to municipalities and local taxpayers.

The Board also raised broader concerns that the proposed legislation does not address a
demonstrated problem and will lead to unintended consequences for library users and communities.

“Libraries share the government’s goal of supporting children and respecting the role of parents,”
said Laura Winton, CEO of the St. Albert Public Library. “That is what we do every day; our staff work
directly with families to help them find materials that align with their values and needs.”

The St. Albert Public Library’s collections are carefully organized by age, format, and reading level,
and guided by established professional standards. Trained staff are available to support families in
making informed choices, and existing policies ensure that children are appropriately supported and
supervised while in the library.
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“Public libraries do not carry illegal, obscene, or pornographic materials,” said Winton. “In our
experience, there is no evidence of a problem with children accessing inappropriate materials in
public libraries. If there is data suggesting otherwise, we would welcome the opportunity to review
it.”

The Board also raised concerns about the privacy implications of the proposed changes.
Requirements such as proof of age to access legal materials and placing staff in a gatekeeping role
could fundamentally change how libraries serve their communities.

“Libraries are trusted, low-barrier spaces,” Winton added. “Introducing identity checks and restricting
access to lawful materials creates barriers, especially for those who rely on the privacy and openness

that libraries provide. Library patrons should not have to ask a staff member for permission to access

legal, literary material. It’s unnecessary, it’s invasive, and it’s patronizing; it undermines the trust that
people place in their public library.”

The Board is echoing calls from CAP Libraries to:

. Ensure any response is grounded in clear evidence of a problem

. Build on existing systems that already support families

. Avoid measures that create barriers to lawful access or require staff to act as gatekeepers
J Provide appropriate privacy review, implementation planning, and funding

“We are ready to work collaboratively with the Minister,” said Winton. “Libraries are already
supporting families effectively. The best path forward is one that builds on that strength, maintains
public trust, and ensures access to information remains open and respectful.”

The St. Albert Public Library Board has invited Minister Williams and Premier Smith to meet and
discuss how libraries operate in practice and how to move forward in a way that benefits all
Albertans.
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