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STARFest 2026 Lineup Brings Award-Winning Authors
and Rising Literary Voices to St. Albert

St. Albert, AB — The St. Albert Public Library is pleased to announce the lineup for the 2026 St. Albert
Readers Festival (STARFest), welcoming an exceptional group of acclaimed and emerging authors for
a series of engaging conversations this October at the Downtown Library.

"This year’s festival features an extraordinary lineup of authors and artists whose work reflects the
richness and diversity of Canada’s literary landscape,” says STARFest Director, Julie Ruel. “Reading is
an act of connection and arts’ festivals are an act of community. Together they help us build a culture
rooted in understanding.”

Running from October 16 to 29, 2026, STARFest will feature seven celebrated writers whose works
explore identity, family, history, belonging, resilience, and the connections that shape our lives.
Readers will encounter unforgettable stories spanning WWIl-era Canada, contemporary Ukraine, the
Prairies, Appalachia, and beyond.

This year's festival lineup includes:

e Loghan Paylor, author of the CBC Canada Reads-winning novel The Cure for Drowning, in
conversation with Matthew Stepanic.

e Maria Reva, author of the Booker Prize-longlisted Endling, in conversation with Senator Paula
Simons.

e Jane Park, discussing her debut novel Inheritance, with Sumaiya Matin.

e Patrick deWitt, acclaimed author of The Sisters Brothers and French Exit, discussing his latest
novel Dodge City with David Berry.

o Tara Gereaux, author of Wild People Quiet, in conversation with Danielle Paradis.

¢ Angélique Lalonde, discussing her debut novel Variations on a Dream with Diana Davidson.

o Zak Jones, author of Fancy Gap, in conversation with Conor Kerr.



“At the Library, we know that stories do more than entertain. They help us understand where we
have been, imagine where we are going, and connect us to one another along the way,” says St.
Albert Public Library CEO Laura Winton. “For sixteen years, STARFest has provided a place for our
community to gather around stories, creating opportunities for meaningful conversations and shared
experiences that extend far beyond the page.”

All events will take place in Forsyth Hall at the Downtown Library, with tickets available for $10.

The complete lineup, event details, and ticket information are available at www.starfest.ca.

High resolution author photos and book covers are available in the Media Kit.
About STARFest

The St. Albert Readers Festival (STARFest) is an annual literary festival presented by St. Albert Public
Library. STARFest connects readers with acclaimed authors through intimate conversations, book
signings, and opportunities to explore the ideas, stories, and experiences that shape Canadian
literature and culture. This is the 16% year.
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